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Joy Kyoko Yamamura, Resident Director, CIEE Study Center, Tokyo

[0 Joy Kyoko Yamamura, born and raised in California by her Japanese parents, is the
Resident Director of the CIEE study Center in Tokyo. Prior to joining CIEE in 2003, she
worked as the Assistant Director of International Programs at Boston College. Having
worked in the field of international education for several years, she enjoys guiding
young adults to excel academically and to experience Japanese culture and society. In
line with CIEE's mission to help people gain understanding, acquire knowledge, and
develop skills for living in a globally interdependent and culturally diverse world, Joy
reinforces the importance of international experiences and foreign language acquisition:

[0 "Although open to both undergraduate and graduate students from all over the world,
the majority of our students come from U.S. institutions. One of the challenges we face
is to internationalize the thinking of the next generation of Americans. To compete
economically, to be involved politically, to aid development efforts across the globe, we
must have a greater understanding of regions, particularly those deemed critical to
both international and U.S. national security. In order to accomplish this, we must speak
the languages of the world, and gain expertise about the issues and cultures of the
world through direct immersion. As the Resident Director in Tokyo, | hope to encourage
our student participants to not only improve their Japanese language skills while
pursuing their studies at Sophia University, but also to play a vital leadership role in the
global arena, both in the short-term and long-term."

[J Joy earned her B.A. in Economics and Music from Boston College and her M.S. in
Public Administration and Public Policy from the London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE). She is fluent in both English and Japanese, and has working
knowledge of Spanish, French, and Italian. When she is not on a tennis court, you can
find Joy pursuing her other hobbies-photography, playing the harpsichord and piano,
teaching piano to children, learning new languages, and reading her favorite magazine,
The Economist.

O In recent years our program has grown steadily and this upcoming spring semester,
we will have a record number of 80 students on our program. Although some students
will choose to live in dormitories, an overwhelming number of students continue to
prefer the Japanese homestay housing option. We attribute a great deal of our
program's success to the generosity and goodwill of the Japanese families who have
continued to host our students over the years.

We are currently recruiting new families.
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